ORDINANCE NO. 11318

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND CHATTANOOGA CITY CODE, PART II, SECTION 5, ARTICLE III BY ADDING A NEW SECTION 5-87 RELATIVE TO OPEN CONTAINERS OF AND TO THE CONSUMPTION OF ALCOHOLIC BEVERAGES AND BEER IN PUBLIC PLACES AND ON CERTAIN PRIVATE PROPERTY.

WHEREAS, there is a need to preserve peace and good order in the City of Chattanooga in light of the abiding potential for mischief which the abuse of liquor carries, particularly due to possession of an alcoholic beverage in a public place in a condition which would permit its speedy consumption; and


WHEREAS, the City of Chattanooga desires to promote the general welfare of its citizens by diminishing the likelihood of discarded containers in public places and in certain privately owned places, unnecessarily offensive to visual sensibilities and materially and economically detracting from the community and by eliminating the public use of potentially dangerous metal and glass containers posing a threat of injury to property and citizens.



BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF CHATTANOOGA, TENNESSEE, as follows:



Section 1.  That Chattanooga City Code, Part II, Chapter 5, Article III be and the same is hereby amended by adding a new Section 5-87 as follows: 

Section 5-87.
Consumption of Alcoholic Beverages and Beer Prohibited in Certain Places; Open Containers of Alcoholic Beverages and Beer Prohibited in Certain Places.

(a)
For the purposes of this section, “open container,” means any drinking or pouring vessel, including any open or unsealed bottle, jar, can, cup, or container without a lid or with a lid but with a straw protruding therefrom or with only a partial lid, with the contents being capable of immediate consumption.

(b)  
It shall be unlawful for any person to drink or consume any alcoholic beverage or beer or have an open container of alcoholic beverage or beer in or on any of the following places:

(1)
public street, alley, avenue, highway;

(2)
public sidewalk;

(3)
public park;

(4)
public school ground;

(5)
any other public place;

(6)
teen social clubs, as defined in Chapter 11 of this Code; and 

(7)
any parking lot held open to use by the public.

(c)
It shall be unlawful for any person to consume any alcoholic beverage or beer upon the private business premises of another without permission of the owner or person in control of such premises.

(d)
All teen social clubs, as defined in Chapter 11 of this Code, shall post signs in visible locations prohibiting consumption of beer and alcoholic beverages on the premises as follows:  “No consumption of or open containers of beer or alcoholic beverages permitted on these premises.”  Such signs shall be located (1) at the entrance to the establishment, (2) inside the establishment near all exits, and (3) in the parking lot or parking lots of such establishments.

(e)
This section shall not prohibit the sale or consumption of beer or alcoholic beverages permitted pursuant to a temporary beer permit issued by the Beer Board of the City or pursuant to a special occasion license issued by the Tennessee Alcoholic Beverage Commission provided that (1) the location of such sale or consumption has been designated in the temporary beer permit issued by the Beer Board of the City or in the special occasion license issued by the Alcoholic Beverage Commission, (2) the activities at such location conform to the requirements of the Chattanooga City Code and the Alcoholic Beverage Commission, and (3) such sale and consumption is confined to the location designated in the temporary beer permit or special occasion license.



Section 2.  BE IT FURTHER ORDAINED, That this Ordinance shall take effect two (2) weeks from and after its passage, as provided by law.

PASSED on Third and Final Reading

               September 10               , 2002.
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